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SUBJ: SOVIET TRADE AND AID INTEREST IN SURINAM 

1 . ALTHOUGH DIPLOMATIC TIES BETWEEN SURINAM AND THE USSR HAVE 
BEEN VERY LIMITED, THE RUSSIANS HAVE BEGUN TO EXPLORE THE POS- 
SIBILITY OF EXPANDED TRADE AND AID RELATIONS. THUS, ON HIS 
FIRST VISIT SINCE PRESENTING HIS CREDENTIALS LAST JANUARY 
SOVIET AMBASSADOR V.I. ANDREEV (RESIDENT IN BOGOTA) BROUGHT 
ALONG HIS COMMERCIAL ATTACHE, V. KOUZHKOV, FOR A FOUR-DAY 
STAY IN PARAMARIBO DURING THE WEEK OF MAY 30 TO MEET WITH 
GOS OFFICIALS AND BUSINESS LEADERS. 

2. ANDREEV REPORTEDLY TOLD ACTING MINISTER PRESIDENT VAN 
GENDEREN THAT THE SOVIET UNION IS PREPARED, IF THE GOS ASKS 
FOR IT, TO ASSIST IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF SURINAM, POINTING OUT 
THE EXPERIENCE WHICH THE USSR HAS HAD WITH HYDROELECTRIC PRO- 
JECTS IN OTHER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL 
GOS NEWS SERVICE, VAN GENDEREN IS SAID TO HAVE REPLIED 

THAT THE GOS IS READY TO STUDY SERIOUSLY ANY OFFER OF HELP 
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THAT CAN ASSIST IN MAKING SURINAM'S ECONOMY INDEPENDENT 
WITHOUT "GNAWING AT" ITS NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE. 

3. VAN GENDEREN IS ALSO REPORTED TO HAVE TOLD ANDREEV 
THAT SURINAM IS VERY INTERESTED IN ENTERING INTO TRADE 
RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION, PARTICULARLY WITH THE 

AIM OF SELLING SURINAMESE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS IN THE USSR. 
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THE EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT THE SOVIETS, FOR THEIR PART, 
HAVE SUGGESTED THAT AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT COULD BE EX- 
PORTED TO SURINAM. 

4. COMMENT: THE RUSSIAN OFFER OF DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE, 
EXPECIALLY IN THE CONTEXT OF HYDRO PROJECTS, COULD BE OF 
INTEREST TO THE GOS WHICH IS HAVING DIFFICULTY ROUNDING 
UP FINANCING FOR ITS MULTIMILLION DOLLAR KABALEBO HYDRO- 
ELECTRIC SCHEME IN WEST SURINAM. ON THE OTHER HAND, 
RESPONSIBLE SURINAMESE LEADERS (AS REFLECTED BY VAN 
GENDEREN'S REPLY TO ANDREEV) ARE WARY OF SOVIET INTENTIONS 
IN THE REGION AND ARE NOT LIKELY TO RUSH HEADLONG INTO A 
MAJOR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE USSR. AS FOR TRADE PROSPECTS, 
WE WOULD GUESS THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE VERY LITTLE TO OFFER 
TO THIS CONSUMER-ORIENTED WESTWARD-LOOKING SOCIETY. 
ZURHELLEN 
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